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PRESENT KNOWLEDGE AND INFLUENCE OF THE 

BIBLE. 



The Bible has been the chief book of humanity for more than 
eighteen hundred years. As a book of religion and morality, 
Growth of an d also as a book of history and literature, it has 
Interest in received the greatest and best attention of men. 
the Bible The k now i ec lge of the Bible has been counted the 

most important furnishing of the mind and heart, and the influ- 
ence of the Bible has been supreme in the lives of those who 
have made modern civilization. The Bible was never known as 
well, nor was its influence ever so great, as at the present time. 
People sometimes speak now as though the Bible were receiving 
less attention than formerly. This, however, is not the case. 
The number of Bibles which are printed every year has increased 
enormously, and the number of persons who read the Bible has 
also increased. 

The difference is not so much in the amount of attention which 
the Bible receives, as in the way in which the Bible is used and 

viewed. Family worship is not so common as a 
Use and View g enerat i° n or two a g°> but this is not because piety 

has declined, or the Bible become less valued ; 
rather, it is due to the changing customs in family life and the 
modern "rush" of business, school, and society. The commit- 
ting of Scripture to memory is also less frequent than formerly, 
but this is not because the Bible is thought to be superseded 
by other religious literature; rather, because "committing to 
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memory" is in these days a disputed pedagogical method. 
Undoubtedly there is a loss that comes from the decline of 
family worship and of Scripture memorization. Both should be 
re-established. 

This loss, however, has been more than compensated by a 
better way of reading and applying the Bible. Whereas formerly 
it had been the custom to use the Bible almost wholly as a devo- 
tional book, and as a sort of mystical guide to conduct and 
belief, the rise of the modern historical spirit has brought think- 
ing people largely to view the Bible from a historical standpoint, 
and to study it in a historical way. Not that the Bible has come 
to be regarded as antiquated and having no present value, but 
that its value for the present must be ascertained by an intelli- 
gent understanding of its origin and characteristics, and its mean- 
ing to those who wrote the several books. In other words, 
there are principles of interpretation which must be applied to 
the Scripture in order to obtain their meaning for us. To know 
what these principles of interpretation are, and to apply them 
competently, requires ability, knowledge, and training. 

The total gain from this change is very great, although as yet 
it fails to be appreciated by many people. Those who note the 
decline of the former use and view of the Bible, but do not per- 
ceive the ascendency and superiority of the modern use and 
view, think that the Bible has suffered eclipse. Yet nothing can 
be farther from the fact. The better understanding of the Bible 
which has now come to prevail improves the use and extends 
the influence of the Bible in a way never before attained. 

In unenlightened periods of history, and among unintelligent 
people, misconceptions about the Bible, misinterpretations of 
The Bible its meaning, and false applications of its teaching 

Neither a Fetich\\zvz existed. It is not strange that survivals of 
Nor a Talisman ^ ese ideas and practices may be found today. 
Even yet there are those who look upon the Bible as a " divine 
deposit" direct from the pen of God, not given through men or 
mediated to men, with no human element or limitation, as com- 
plete and absolute a revelation as God could ever make. The 
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book is conceived as having a mysterious sanctity about it, to be 
appreciated in a sort of religious ecstasy in which, as Paul said 
of the tongue-speaking at Corinth, "the mind is inactive." The 
very paper and ink of the book are thought to be "holy," and 
the material presence of the book is believed to bring blessing, 
like the handkerchiefs and aprons which had been in contact 
with Paul's body (Acts 19: 12). Such persons think the Bible 
a book not to be studied or understood in an ordinary sense, but 
a sort of fetich or idol to be worshiped, or to be consulted like 
an oracle. The custom has been seriously practiced of opening 
the book at random to find a passage for specific guidance, a 
proceeding analogous to the casting of lots. This idea and 
use of the Bible is similar to that which has obtained in the 
Roman Catholic church with regard to the mysterious resident 
efficacy of the bread and wine of the Lord's Supper. The whole 
general conception out of which such a view arises is a part of 
the superstition of the unenlightened mind. To worship the 
Bible without intelligently appreciating it, or to consult the 
Bible for guidance without knowledge and judgment as to how 
its utterances are to be applied to one's own affairs, is an action 
of superstition. 

During the last fifty years we have seen, as perhaps never 
before, the error and the bad effects of the superstitious concep- 
The Bible a t * on anc * use °^ t ^ ie Bible. The extension of popular 
Record of education has produced a general intelligence, and a 
Goo's historical knowledge and judgment, which require 

Revelation that the Rible ghaU be understood and applied 

rightly. Men have come to consider what the Bible is, why it 
exists, and what is its mission in the world. 

The Bible is a collection of books which were written at dif- 
ferent times by different persons for specific purposes, and out 
of particular situations. The chief aim and interest of the biblical 
writers was religion and morality. They found God present in 
the world, working out a certain great and beneficent plan for 
man. They found him also within their own experience inform- 
ing their thought, their character, and their activity. To their 
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minds the universe came from God, and existed to fulfil his will. 
Moreover, he himself was present in power, wisdom, and love to 
work out in men and through men his eternal purposes. The 
biblical writers sought to express for the religious and moral 
benefit of their fellow-men the conception and experience of God 
which they themselves had. In other words, God was revealing 
himself continuously in them and through them, in the events of 
life which they observed or with which they were connected, and 
in the phenomena of nature. The world was alive with God. 
These men saw him, felt him, and heard him. 

For this reason they wrote these books, and it is this element 
in them that has made the Bible a treasure-house of religious and 
moral wisdom, and an inspiration to the best there is in the world. 
They wrote to and for their own generation, with all that is therein 
involved as to point of view, mode of thought, style of expression, 
and concrete instruction. Nevertheless, they were dealing with 
eternal truth and with the permanent principles of character and 
duty ; they had a true vision of God and righteousness and human 
obligation. Therefore their messages have a surpassing perma- 
nent value. And in the gospels we have a trustworthy and ade- 
quate record of Christ's own life and teaching, which reveal to 
us in a unique and supreme way what God would have men know 
and do. 

It is because the Bible contains these records of God's reve- 
lation, and these accounts of the religious and moral growth of 
The Practical men » ^ at tne Bible is for us also a book supremely 
Value of worthy of men's knowledge, and worthy of the 

the Bible greatest influence which it can exert. It is one 

thing to exalt the Bible simply because it has been stamped with 
the signet of previous generations of Christians, without ascer- 
taining a particular valuation of it for ourselves at the present 
time ; it is quite another thing, and the thing of chief importance, 
to exalt the Bible because we know by an intelligent acquaintance 
with it, and judgment of it, that it now contains the highest wis- 
dom and the greatest inspiration regarding matters of religion 
and morality. 
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Historical students of the Bible surpass the conventional wor- 
shipers of the Bible in their exaltation of its practical value for 
men today. It is sometimes incorrectly assumed that people 
who study the Bible historically study it so because they think it 
merely a narrative of past facts which have no present signifi- 
cation. But the fact is that the historical study of the Bible has 
been the efficient means of making the Bible practically under- 
stood, and of revealing its practical significance for the present 
generation. The change of use and view of the Bible will be in 
its outcome entirely for the good of the Bible and of humanity, 
because it enables men to use the Bible correctly for what it is. 

The Bible has not yet accomplished its full mission. In God's 
providence it has existed and now exists for the purpose of guid- 
es Fullest in & anc * inspiring men to true religion and morality. 
Influence It has in part performed this mission, as we well 

Yet to Come know, because the Bible more than any other body 
of literature has made the religion and morality of the present 
time. But true religion and true morality have been as yet only 
partially achieved, and the greater part is still to come. The 
fullest influence of the Bible is therefore still in the future, and we 
who labor today to exalt the Bible are seeking to secure its true 
and complete influence in the world. No one therefore can have 
a higher appreciation of the practical value of the Bible than the 
historical student of it, and no one can labor more effectively for 
the accomplishment of its ultimate purpose than he. The exten- 
sion of the historical study of the Bible is the best thing that we 
can now do to bring about the true understanding and apprecia- 
tion of the book. Many thinking people will not continue to use 
the Bible in the superstitious or erroneous way which is still more 
or less in vogue from the past. They will, however, use it and 
be influenced by it when they, by a historical study of the book, 
understand the Bible as it was and as it is. To promote the true 
understanding, appreciation, and use of the book is therefore the 
present obligation of all those whose interest, ability, and training 
qualify them to teach the Bible. 



